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Opinion & More 

  What top 5 trends do you foresee in the Indian 
tooling industry in 2020.
The topmost trend that can be foreseen and predicted 
is that keeping with the changing times, India tooling 
industry will go digital. Digitalisation will compel them 
to adopt and implement new technologies such as –

	3D Printing or Additive Manufacturing for jigs, fixtures 
and tools manufacturing

	Using advanced CAE or product design analysis and 
simulation solutions to validate product performance 
and thus build robust products

	Implement PLM solutions for processes and resources 
management

	Adopt Digital Manufacturing technologies for 
streamlining optimised manufacturing workflows

	Implement Industrial IoT for systems and operations 
monitoring, and adopt Augmented Reality solutions 
for enhanced visualisation, data sharing and 
communication

  What opportunities would 2020 bring to the Indian 
industry.
Government of India is focussing hugely on 
infrastructure development and advancing Engineering 
and Manufacturing Industry in India. Machine tools 
manufacturers supply to diverse industries such as 
heavy engineering, power and energy, consumer goods 
and electronics, industrial machinery, all of which are 
expected to experience big surge in their size and scale 
of operations. These industries are expected to grow 
manifolds in the coming years, thus unleashing huge 
growth opportunities for the tooling industry.

Though the Automotive Manufacturing Industry took 
a hit in 2019, they are expected to revive by mid-2020, 

which will reopen the doors of expansion for the tooling 
industry.

With government also emphasising special focus on 
Aerospace Manufacturing, and Aerospace Repairs and 
Maintenance operations segment in India, Tooling 
industry could contribute greatly to this sector.

Modern and advanced research and manufacturing 
of agricultural technologies will also offer significant 
business opportunities for the tooling industry.

Tooling industry in India has a tremendous potential for 
growth in the coming years as they supply to diverse 
industry segments, many of which are at the threshold 
of revolutionary expansion.

  Which critical challenges would be addressed in 
2020.
The traditional focus on manufacturing will shift 
towards automation to achieve globally competitive 
operational efficiencies. The product development 
time will keep on reducing more and more. Companies 
will have to go for system integration approach and 
outsource non-core components to reduce cost and 
speed up the development. 

Challenge of global competitors coming to India due 
to revised corporate tax structure will force domestic 
companies to remain competitive. Domestic companies 
will be forced to look at growing exports to achieve 
the economies of scale. Financial markets will also be 
volatile due to ongoing global uncertainties. 

“Automotive Manufacturing will 
revive in 2020 reopening doors for 
tooling industry”
Mr. Mahesh Kothawale, General Manager – Mumbai, 
DesignTech Systems Pvt Ltd. shares his optimism for the 
tooling industry in the new year adding that the growth 
will be supported by digitalisation. 


